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75 Workshops across the NW 

Young people (14 – 19) in the NW now have a
chance to Create The Future with the Young
Citizens’ Action Agenda North West.

Over 10,000 young people in the North West
have helped create 10 key topics and your
young people now have the chance to choose
the final points to take to the Government in
summer 2010 .

The ResourceYoung Citizens’ Action Agenda

Using the Election To Create The Future

Now the election is over, how do we get the
future generation of voters to take an interest
in politics and their future?

Young people often feel that they don’t have a
voice whether it is at home, school or in
society. The YCAA NW project now gives
young people a chance to work together to
create the future and ensure that the new

75 Workshops across the NW 
Reaching over 8,000 young people 

Survey of over 5,500 young people

Young Citizens’ Action Event 
Over 1,350 young people attended

YCAA NW Panels
Over 50 young people have used the survey 
results to create a YCAA NW Consultation

YCAA NW Consultation
Young people asked to choose the points to 

deliver to the Government

Young Citizens’ Action Agenda
Presented to the Prime Minister and Government
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create the future and ensure that the new
Government hear the ideas and opinions of
young people in the North West.

With a new Government now in Downing
Street, who is going to hold them to account?
This resource aims to give young people a
voice and demonstrate how they can influence
the decision-makers to create solutions to their
21st century challenges.

In this Resource Pack you will find two lesson
plans for Key Stage 4 Citizenship and PSHE,
which can be adapted for Key Stages 3 and 5.

This Resource Pack invites young people to
talk about the issues that are important to them
and then they have the opportunity to have
their voice heard by the Government.

The YCAA NW Consultation ends on 18th

June 2010 , and information about how your
students can take part can be found on page 2
or at: www.ycaa.org.uk. For further information
please contact Nina Negusse on 0161 602
3651 or nina@citizen.org.uk.



Lesson Plans

Lesson Plan 1 (30 minutes)
Lesson plan 2 (1 hour)

Resources

YCAA NW Consultation Survey

• Download from www.ycaa.org.uk

• Online at: Survey Monkey (http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TKG9G8R) 

YCAA NW Consultation Toolkit

3
4

• Online at: Survey Monkey (http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TKG9G8R) 

• Order copies from: ycaa@citizen.org.uk

Curriculum Links

2

6



Lesson Plan 1 (30 minutes)

Objective:

Time:

Resources:

Preparation:

Group Work :

To interact with democratic campaigns, and to express your point of
view and listen to contrasting opinions

30 minutes

YCAA NW Consultation Survey (available online or by paper)
(If you are using this plan after 18/06/2010, you can make your own survey)
Large sheets of paper and marker pens

Ask the class to list/ “shout out” any political/democratic campaigns 
that they have heard of or been involved in. High profile examples 
include Stop the War march, Anti/Pro Fox hunting, NUS Top Up 
Tuition Fees etc. Introduce the Young Citizens’ Action Agenda NW to 
the class (creating an Action Agenda to present to the new 
Government representing young people in the North West). 

Split the class into groups (5 - 8 students). Give them each a large
sheet of paper. Ask each group to read a different page of the survey.

Ask each group to debate/discuss whether they agree with the points

Feedback:

Plenary:

Reflection:

Homework:

Extension

Ask each group to debate/discuss whether they agree with the points
on the survey. Tell the students that they should follow the ‘Point,
Reason, Example’ model – first make a point, then give a reason why,
then use an example to back up the point. Ask the groups to think of
what evidence they might need to back up their argument when
agreeing or disagreeing with the Action Agenda results. Encourage
the groups to come up with a group statement that reflects each
individual’s opinion.

Ask each group to present their Resource sheet and their group
feedback on it.

You can then get the class to vote on whether they agree or disagree 
with the group on each particular point (you will need at least 10 – 15 
minutes for the presentations and voting). 

Make a class list of how young people can have their say and create 
the future

Each student should complete the survey either online / paper.

Ask the students to watch a news bulletin (at home or in class) and list 
how many campaigns are referenced. You can also ask them to see 
how many of the issues they discussed are referenced on the news.
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All paper surveys should be returned to the Institute for Citizenship,
Peter House, Oxford Street, Manchester, M1 5AN by 18th June 2010.



Lesson Plan 2 (1 hour) Page 1

Objective:

Time:

Resources:

Preparation:

Task 1:

To interact with democratic campaigns, and to express your point of
view and listen to contrasting opinions

1 hour

YCAA NW Consultation Survey (available online or by paper)
(If you are using this plan after 18/06/2010, you can make your own survey)
Large sheets of paper and marker pens 

Ask the class to list/ “shout out” any political/democratic campaigns 
that they have heard of or been involved in. High profile examples 
include Stop the War march, Anti/Pro Fox hunting, NUS Top Up 
Tuition Fees etc. Introduce the Young Citizens’ Action Agenda NW to 
the class (creating an Action Agenda to present to the new 
Government representing young people in the North West). 

Split the class into groups (5 - 8 students). Give them each a large 
sheet of paper. Ask each group to read a different page of the survey.
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Feedback:

Plenary:

Ask each group to debate/discuss whether they agree with the points
on the survey. Tell the students that they should follow the ‘Point,
Reason, Example’ model – first make a point, then give a reason why,
then use an example to back up the point. Ask the groups to think of
what evidence they might need to back up their argument when
agreeing or disagreeing with the Action Agenda results. Encourage
the groups to come up with a group statement that reflects each
individual’s opinion.

Ask each group to present their Resource sheet and their group
feedback on it.

You can then get the class to vote on whether they agree or disagree 
with the group on each particular point (you will need at least 10 – 15 
minutes for the presentations and voting). 



Lesson Plan 2 (1 hour)                                      Page 2

Task 2 

Reflection:

Extension

Each student should be given a copy of the survey (or access to it 
online) to complete. Students can complete it on their own or can 
discuss it with a partner (but all students should complete their own 
copy of the survey).

Make a class list of how young people can have their say and create 
the future.

Ask the students to research a particular political/democratic 
campaign and prepare arguments for the next lesson. You can then 
split the class up into two for a debate on the campaign/subject.

All paper surveys should be returned to the Institute for Citizenship,
Peter House, Oxford Street, Manchester, M1 5AN by 18th June 2010 .
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Curriculum Links

The lesson plans and debate models offer opportunities to develop the following skills relevant to 
citizenship education and across the curriculum:
> speaking, listening, team work, problem solving and decision making skills
> research and investigation skills.

All the materials are suitable for use as part of the Citizenship Studies GCSE Short Course
offered by AQA, EdExcel and OCR and for Standard Grade Modern Studies.

Specific links for the debate topics on the Lesson Plans and accompanying survey are given below.

England and Wales

In England and Wales, there is a statutory requirement to deliver the Citizenship Curriculum at Key 
Stage 4. At this level there is an emphasis on responsible action both within the school and in the 
wider community, and on developing the skills with which to achieve this.

Each activity can be incorporated into a number of different subject lessons including short course 
Citizenship GCSEs, as well as in extra-curricular group work. The grid below outlines curriculum 
requirements explored in each Lesson Plan and the accompanying survey.

Adapting for Key Stage 3 and Primary Schools

The skills and knowledge to be gained from the resource are extremely valuable within the context
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The skills and knowledge to be gained from the resource are extremely valuable within the context
of citizenship teaching across the UK, and the activities require very little adaptation to render them
suitable for younger students (Key Stage 3 and Primary Schools).

England and Wales

Citizenship Guidelines
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1d: the importance of playing an active part in 
democratic and electoral processes � �

1f: the opportunities for individuals and voluntary 
groups to bring about social change locally, nationally, 
in Europe and internationally

� �

2a: think about topical political, spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural issues, problems and events by analysing 
information and its sources, including ICT based 
sources

� �

2b: contribute to group and exploratory class 
discussions, and take part in debates � �

3a: use their imagination to consider other people’s 
experiences and be able to think about, express and 
explain views that are not their own

� �

3c: reflect on the process of participating � �


